This is a work of historiography, focusing on the historical writing of and about Antoine-Henri Jomini, a young Swiss banker who turned to producing military history and theory. He became a baron and brigadier general under Napoleon (serving largely on Marshal Ney's staff). Nonetheless, in 1813, he defected to the Russians, and was made a lieutenant general by Czar Alexander.
Ami-Jacques Rapin is Swiss, a professor at the University of Lausanne, and justly proud of Jomini's worldwide influence and of the fact that his theories were studied at West Point long before those of Clausewitz. He feels, however, that the works of the two theorists complement each other.
The author details Jomini's works and their interrelationship. For example, in 1803, he finished a draft volume of his Traité de grande tactique (based on the campaigns of Frederick the Great), later entitled Traité des grandes opérations militaires. In search of funds to publish it, he submitted a prospectus for a Cours . . . de grande tactique to the Russian Chargé d'Affaires in Paris, to no avail. He then presented the manuscript of the Traité as a "calling card" to Marshal Ney, who assigned him to his staff as a major (despite his lack of military training or experience 
